Exploring Adolescents' Cancer Journey Through Photovoice: A Narrative Synthesis.
Photovoice is a novel and promising intervention for working with youth in healthcare settings. Despite this, few studies have examined the efficacy of photovoice as a clinical tool for working with teenagers who are on their cancer journey. To better understand the needs of teenagers with cancer and the ways that photovoice can be utilized to address these needs, a systematic review of the literature was undertaken. Keyword searches of six databases were completed, including MEDLINE, EMBASE, PsycINFO, Social Work Abstracts, Sociological Abstracts, and Health and Psychosocial Instruments. Searches were limited to articles focusing on the psychosocial needs of adolescents, aged 13-17, who were on active cancer treatment. Sixty-four articles were identified that discussed the psychosocial needs of teenagers on active cancer treatment. The needs of these teenagers can be understood as being influenced by the physical changes and symptoms, psychological impact of diagnosis and treatment, short- and long-term social impacts of cancer, impact on holistic well-being, and need for clear, age-appropriate communication. Among these articles, only four articles used photovoice as a methodology and none examined the impact of photovoice as an intervention for teenagers who were currently on active treatment. Photovoice is uniquely positioned among other psychosocial interventions to help address the needs of teenagers on their cancer journey. Despite this, few researchers have examined the efficacy of photovoice as a psychosocial intervention for teenagers who are currently on active treatment.